
BILL 

TO 

Restrain Party Pr ooessions in Ireland. 



[Note The Words printed in Italics are proposed to be inserted 

in the Committee.] 



W HEREAS Numbers of Persons have been in the Practice Preamble, 
of assembling and marching together in procession in 
Ireland in a Manner calculated to create and perpetuate 
Animosities between different Classes of Her Majesty’s Subjects, and 
5 to endanger the public Peace : Be it therefore enacted by the Queen’s 
most Excellent Majesty, by and with the Advice and Consent of the 
Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present Par- 
liament assembled, and by the Authority of the same, That from and Wliat Pro- 
after the passing of this Act all Assemblies of Persons in Ireland who ^ 

10 shall meet and parade together or join in procession, and who shall 
bear, wear, or have amongst them or any of them any Fhe-arms or 
other offensive Weapons, or any Banner, Emblem, Flag, or Symbol, 
the Display whereof may be calculated or tend to provoke Animosity 
between different Classes of Her Majesty’s Subjects, or who shall be 
15 accompanied by any Person or Persons playing Music which may be 
calculated or tend to provoke Animosity between different Classes of 
Her Majesty’s Subjects, shall be unlawful Assemblies, aud every 
Person present thereat shall be guilty of a Misdemeanor, and upon 
Conviction thereof shall be punished accordingly. 

34. II. And 
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Justices to II. And be it enacted, That any Justice or Justices of the Peace 
shall and may proceed, -with such Assistance as in the Judgment of 
or Proces- such Justice or Justices may be necessary, to the Place where any 

sions, sucli Assembly of Persons hereby declared to be unlavriul shall* be held 

or take place, and such Justice or one of such Justices, or some othei* 5 
Person by their or his Order, shall then and there read or repeat 
aloud to the Persons so assembled a Command or Notice to disperse 
in the Words or to the Effect following ; (that is to say,) 

‘ Sovereign Lady the Queen doth charge and command all 

‘ Persons being here assembled immediately to disperse and peace- 10 
‘ ably to depart upon pain of Fine or Imprisonment, according to the 
‘ Statute passed in the Year of the Reign of Queen Victoria, 

‘ to restrain Processions in Ireland dangerous to the public Peace. 

‘ GOD save the Queen.’ 



Persons 
retusing to 
disperse to 
be appre- 
hends and 
punished. 



III. And be it enacted, That the Persons so met and assembled 15 
together shall forthwith, after such Command or Notice shall have 
been read or repeated aloud as aforesaid, disperse and depart ; and if 
any One or more of the Persons so met or assembled together as 
aforesaid shall not disperse and depart within the Space of One 
Quarter of an Hour from the Time of such Command or Notice 20 
having been read or repeated aloud, as aforesaid, such Person or 
Persons shall be guilty of a Misdemeanor, and it shall be laTrfol for 
the Justice or Justices who shall have read or repeated, or who shall 
have ordered to be read or repeated, such Command or Notice, or for 
any other Justice or Justices of the Peace, to seize, or by Order to any 25 
Constable or other Person to cause to be seized and detained for the 
Use of Her Majesty, any such Fire-arms or other offensive Weapon, or 
any such Banner, Emblem, Flag, or Symbol, and any musical Instm- 
ments in the Possession of any such Pei^ons, and to cause the Person 
or Persons so refusing or neglecting to disperse or depart to be 30 
apprehended, either with or without a Warrant for that’ Purpose, or 
to be summoned to answer for such Offence ; and such Offender or 
Offenders may thereupon he proceeded against in a summary Way 
for such Offence before any Two Justices of the Peace before whom 
he or they may be brought or summoned to appear ; and every *35 
Person, being convicted thereof on the Oath of One or more credible 
Witness or Witnesses, shall be liable to a Penalty not exceeding Five 
Pounds, and to Imprisonment for any Term not exceeding One 
Calendar Month unless such Penalty be sooner paid, or, at the Dis- 
cretion of the said Justices, to be committed to any One of Her Ma- 40 
jesty’s Common Gaols or Prisons in Ireland for a Term not exceeding 
One Calendar Month, and for a Second or any subsequent Offence 
against the Provisions of this Act to a Penalty not exceeding Ten 
Pounds, and to Imprisonment for any Term not exceeding Two 

Calendar 
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Calendar Months unless the same he sooner paid, or, in the Dis- 
cretion of the said Justices, to he committed to any One of Her 
Majesty’s Common Gaols or Prisons in Ireland for a Terra not 
exceeding Two Calendar Months. 

5 IV. Provided always, and he it enacted, That no Person who shall 
have been proceeded against in a summary Way as aforesaid for not 
dispersing or departing within the Space of One Quarter of an Hour 
fi-om the Time of such Command or Notice having been read or 
repeated aloud as aforesaid, shall likewise be indicted for a Misde- 
10 meaner for having been present at the unlawful Assembly at which 
such Command or Notice shall have been so read or repeated : Pro- 
vided also, that nothing herein contained shall prevent the Prosecution 
by Indictment for a Misdemeanor of any Person who shall be present 
at any such unlawful Assembly as aforesaid, and who shall not have 
15 been proceeded against in a summary Way as herein-before last 
mentioned. 

V. And be it enacted. That this Act may he amended or repealed 
by any Act to be passed in this Session of Parliament. 
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